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Why not use poisons? 

ÅMany poisons kill non target pests 

ÅPoisons usually do not solve the problem 

ÅPollute ground water and wash into our 

lakes, streams and ocean 

ÅPoisons can cause accidents to children 

and pets 

ÅThey can mask the root of the problem 
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Animals Tested Positive For Rodenticide 

Å79 percent of endangered San Joaquin kit foxes turned 

up positive 

ÅSeventy percent of owls sampled in western Canada had 

rat poison in their livers 

ÅIn New York, half of 265 birds of prey tested were 

positive for poison 

ÅIn California, the victims include bobcats, barn 

owls, red-tailed hawks, coyotes, kit foxes, 

kestrels and scores of other predators and 

scavengers.  

http://www.sacbee.com/2011/04/17/3558267/pot

ent-new-rat-poisons-killing.html#ixzz1VEqSkle1 

 

http://topics.sacbee.com/Canada/
http://topics.sacbee.com/rat+poison/
http://get.lingospot.com/link/?@li2=3725&is_lhid=1&key=ATPUCNWCXV&portal_key=3_Sacbee&ps_id=pMLKRom7ED&q=QQ:lqOTqjptCQP%7BSAG[SIIORJJOBIS.BPPPPIZSGGZGUOGDZA.ZHVOqptJ:pnCBOqmj_J:pnCBAO4aJm8CZAIRA:GHBPKVV&section_key=&site_id=&url=http%3A%2F%2Ftopics.sacbee.com%2FNew%2BYork%2F&url_key=_TaCSO0CAB@B[BGUBK&v=1&%7Eboot=1313537568041
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Pest Animals we will discuss 

today 
ÅGophers 

ÅMoles 

ÅVoles 

ÅRats and Mice 

ÅGround Squirrels 

ÅRaccoons, opossum and Skunks 

ÅDeer 

ÅJavalina or wild pigs 
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Rodent Control in Leafy Green 

Vegetable Production 

ÅRead Coop Extensionôs Crop Notes  May, 2008  

ñFOOD SAFETY AND SALINAS VALLEY 

CROPS: RODENT CONTROL IN LEAFY 

GREEN VEGETABLE PRODUCTION 

Terry Salmon, Richard Smith and Steve Koike 

County Director and Extension Vertebrate 

Specialist, San Diego County and 

Farm Advisors, Monterey County 
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Farm Advisors Findings 

ñIn general, using rodenticides 

indiscriminately and extensively is ill 

advised due to the risk for developing 

resistance in the rodent population. 

 

Other measures for controlling 

rodents include trapping. Exclusion 

fences may be effective for mice, but 

are not effective for ground squirrels.ò 
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ñTo our knowledge, voles, mice, ground 

squirrels, and other rodents in coastal 

California agricultural fields have not 

been found to harbor pathogenic E. coli. 

Based on the studies mentioned above, 

it appears unlikely that these rodents will 

be found to be a common or important 

source of O157:H7 and other pathogenic 

strains.ò 
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Gopher and Mole and Vole 
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General Biology of Gophers 

ÅThomomys bottae is most 

common in our area 

ÅNamed ñPocket gopherò 

because of cheek pockets 

ÅFront teeth protrude 

through lip to aid digging 
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Meet a Pocket Gopher 
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Range of Pocket Gophers 

Note: The T. bottae is 

the smallest of the 

gophers 
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Range of Moles 

Moles live in North America, Europe, and Asia 

There are seven species in North America 

Alone 

Coast Mole 
Townsendôs Mole 

Broad-footed Mole 

Star-nosed Mole 

Hairy-tailed Mole 

Eastern Mole 

American Shrew-mole 
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Mole Range in US 
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Gopher and Mole Skulls 
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Gopher Life Cycle and Breeding 

ÅLives three to five years 

ÅDoes not hibernate and can be active any time 

ÅCan have three to five litters per year of two to 

ten young 

ÅFemale is pregnant for 18 days, young are 

weaned in 5 to 8 weeks 

ÅMother drives young off and dispersal begins, 

usually 3 to 400 feet from old burrow 

ÅNocturnal grazers 
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ÅSolitary with own burrow containing nests, 
food caches , dumps for feces and water 
sump holes to avoid flooding 

ÅTerritorial by nature and will fight to the death 
if caged together, gophers will share burrows 
during mating season 

ÅSome gopher burrows are common and used 
by many gophers 

ÅRe-occupancy of burrows is rapid ï within 
minutes or hours 

ÅThere can be from 1 to 200 gophers per acre 
but usually range from 24 to 36 

 

Gopher Lifestyles 
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Gopher in Tunnel 
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One gopherôs work 
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